News from Interagency Council’s Big Brothers Big Sisters

Big News

Dear Supporters

By Melissa Underwood, Program Director

There isn’t a day that goesby that you
are not influenced by those who interact with
you. I challenge you to count the number of
timesyou lean/depend on someone orwhen
you could use some advice. The number of
timesyou can use a listening earto expressyour
thoughtsorneed some encouragement to get
through the day/week/month. Then imagine if
didn’t have those who have given you
encouragement, that listening ear, that advice
orthe shoulderto lean on. There are youth that
experience thisdaily and do not have hope for
ever having those people in theirlives. You,
alone, can change thisfora child.

Thisfinal newsdletter of 2009 sharesthe
storiesof our Bigsand Littlesand the profound
impact mentoring hason youth aswell as
mentors. lurge you to take a brief moment and
read these storiesand find out why it isso
important to support our Bigsand Littles.

Support Big BrothersBig Sstersby getting
involved. Volunteerto be a mentor. Volunteer
to be on a fundraisng committee. Volunteer to
host a match event. Provide a monetary
donation. It'ssmple and it'seasy. You choose
how to participate and how often.

Thank you to this quarter’ s supporting partners!

Havasu Regiona Medical Center Staff
Arby’s patrons for donating to the Arby’s Campaign
London Bridge Y acht Club
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Sharing the Magic

Dave “Skip” Moore and Tony

Dave “Sip” Moore and Tony are currently the longest standing

active Big Brother Big Sster match in Lake Havasu City. They
were matched in June of 2004 when Tony wasjust 6 yearsold.

ip isa retired painterand hasan upbeat outlook on life.
Although he hasfaced life’schallengesalong the way, ip
wanted to encourage a youth and learn thingswith him along
the way. Tony shared ip’spositive outlook and they have
enjoyed many adventuressince they were matched. They've
gone on picnics, played baseball and volleyball, swvam and

camped together. They love moviesand going to the beach
with &ip’sdog, Jose.

Kirk Koch and Mark Hazen

Kirk Koch decided to be a Big Brother at the urging of a BBBS

board member. He had many mentorswho helped him in
chidhood and, now that hischildren are grown, he wanted to be
the same kind of mentorto a child.

Kirk and Mark have been matched since October 2006. The
activitiesin which Mark and Kirk engage come naturally since Kirk
knows Lake Havasu like the back of hishand. Kirk worksforthe
Bureau of Land Management so he and Mark spend a lot of their
time doing activitiesin the community like playing catch in the
park, hiking, playing basketball, attending community events,

playing at the lake, feeding the birdsorwhatever soundslike fun
forthe day.

The activity they both enjoy the most isattending live

theatre productions, via donated ticketsforthe Bigsand Littles, at

“He [Big Grace ArtsLive. Kirk and Mark have attended at least halfa dozen
Brother] playsin which community youth are actorsand they serve asa
taug ht me very positive, entertaining example for Mark.
how to be What Kirk likesbest about being a Big Brotheristhat he is
myse If.” able to provide an escape for Mark. Because the family doesnot

have a car, Mark getsa limited view of the town. Kirkisable to
show Lake Havasu and the surrounding area to Mark aswellas
help him see the many possibilitieslife presents.
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Jim Rosensweet and Jesse

Jim Rosensweetisa local realtor with Selman &

Associates. Jim hasbeen a Big Brotherand matched with
Jesse, who isin junior high, snce November, 2008. Jim tellsus
that he and Jesse really like to go to the local burger joints
and eat. Jim waspresented with quite a challenge when
Jesse broke hisleg and wasin a cast formost of the summer.
It wasa good thing they had already gone hiking in the
Hualapai Mountains, another of their favorite activities, prior
to the injury. Jesse’sleg isgood asnew again and Jim and
Jesse just visited Jim’ssonsin California. Jesse wasable to sit
in the cockpit of a plane and participate in a flight smulation

while there. Asa result, Jesse thinkshe may have found a
new occupation for hisfuture.

Melissa Bradley & Sammy

Melissa Bradley applied to be a Big Ssterbecause she
wanted to give of herself to a child. Melissa ownsand
operatesa communication company and had a flexible
schedule which gave hertime to spend with her Little Sster
Sammy.

Melissa and Sammy have been matched since July, 2006
when Sammy was8 yearsold. When they were first matched,
they planned all of their activities. Now, after more than 3
years, they just plan the date, time and get togetherand go!

They like to go to the movies, to the parks, on bike rides,
shopping and visiting an area horse ranch. They love to listen
to music together, especially Hip Hop! Sammy and Melissa
engage the normal every day activitieslike cooking garlic
noodles. They also engage in the special activities of visiting
Disneyland and the Long Beach Aquarium. Sammy really

enjoystheirbook shopping at Hastingsfollowed by a dinner
at the China Buffet.

Although Melissa applied because she wanted to give of
herself, she reportsthat Sammy hasgiven her so much more
than she can everpossbly give.
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Kelli Anderson and Simon

Kelli Anderson and Smon have been matched since October, 2008.
They started out their School Based match meeting by setting up the

most elaborate domino train that Big Brothers Big Sstershasever
seen. Smon had the most fun when he started the toppling and
caused the domino effect.

They have also built a 5 story card house and like to play with Legos.
Smon and Kellilove to draw together and Kelly reportsthat Smon is
an excellent artist. Another activity they enjoy doing togetheris
playing Sip Bo.

Keliand Smon feelthey are wellmatched because they are both
math whizzesand they both love to eat. Smon looksforward to his
Wednesdaysafter schoolat Thunderbolt because he says, “Kelliis
funny, fun, smart, friendly and she doeswhat I like to do.” Kellisays
Smon isalwayswellmannered and on hisbest behavior and she
lovesthat they have so many of the same interests. Kelliwas
fortunate to attend some of Smon’sjunior high basketballgames
and isexcited that he isinvolved in karate thisyear.

Bashas Shop and Give

You can make a contribution to Interagency Council’s Big
Brothers Big Sstersby using you Bashas Thank You Card. All you
need to do islink your Bashas Thank You Card to our Group ID #

“By being 24652 by going to the Bashas website. You only have to do this
besde me the one time and Bashas Shop & Give Fundraising Program will give
. . 1% of every grocery purchase you make using your Thank You
whole time... Card willbe donated backto Interagency Council’sBig Brothers
Big Sstersprograms. SO no more out of pocket cost to you and
you still support yourlocal Big Brothers Big Ssters

Callthe Interagency Council at 453-5800 and we will link it for you
overthe phone!
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“If lever need to
talk to someone, |
know | can talk to
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We willbe signing up bowlersand teams. Thisyear...you don’t need
to have a team to bowl. We will find a team foryou! Say tuned to

our website for updated information: www.mohavebbbs.org “I'have two things
I've never had

Make an online donation at www.firstgiving.com/bbbsmohave. before: a better
role model, then,

If you orsomeone you would like to be on the Bowl For Kids' Sake best of all, a true

Committee, please contact our office at (928) 453-5800. friend "
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To Contact Us:

Phone:
(928) 453-5800

Fax:
(928) 453-2891

E-Mail:
munderwood
@hcinteragency.org

Calling ALL Vol unt eers!

Big Brothers Big Sisters staff recruit, enroll, train, and support our
matches with the help of our community donors. However, it is with the help of
our community volunteers that youth receive the one-to-one attention they need.
Most volunteers only think of becoming a mentor when they think of
volunteering with Big Brothers Big Sisters. But, thisisn’t the case. There are
many other ways to volunteer and support the efforts of Big Brothers Big Sisters
mentoring programs. Staff and donors aone cannot provide the quality of work
provided by our mentoring programs. If you're in the market to volunteer, please
consider volunteering with Interagency Council’s Big Brothers Big Sisters.

Be aBig!

Be aBig Brother or Big Sister.

Mentoring is the single most effective way to have a positive impact on the life
of achild at risk. The difference you make will be the difference that matters. If
you are at least age 15 or afreshman in high school, please take the first step and
giveusacal TODAY!

Be an Advisory Board Member

The Advisory Board' s function and purpose is to raise funds for Big Brothers Big
Sisters programs and spread the word about the organization in an effort to
recruit youth and volunteers as well as establish community partners. If you
enjoy talking to people and being an ambassador and would like to advocate for
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Mohave County, please call TODAY'!

Business Partnership

Help usrecruit "Bigs' at your place of business! Asour point person, you will
help us set up presentations at your place of business to recruit employees that
want to be "Bigs."

Event Volunteers

Becoming an event volunteer is a great way to get involved and learn more about
Big Brothers Big Sisters! If you@ like to get involved, email usor cal us. Visit
our website at www.mohavebbbs.org to find information on several of our event
opportunities.




